
Structural Transformation 

in Africa and Resource 

Governance  

Talk at the Resource Governance Workshop 

International Resource Panel 

Davos, 16 October 2015 



Footprinting  Materials: 6t/c  
CO2: 2.2 t/cap  
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The Economist  
changes its tune 





Domestic Material 

Extraction, 1980 -2008  
2.8 bt 

5.3bt 

+87%  



Africaôs physical exports 

(mt), 1980 -2008  



Africaôs physical imports 

(mt), 1980 -2008  



Africa as net resource 

exporter  

ÅAfrica is a net exporter of non -renewable 
resources & net importer of biomass 
(renewables) 

ÅNon-renewables: export 500 mt of fossil 
fuels, import 100 mt (mainly refined fuels)  

ÅBiomass: export 14.5 mt, import 95.8mt 
(mainly cereals followed by biomass-products - mainly 
vegetable fats and oils, timber and sugar crops) 
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Mega-Trends.....  

Åclimate change & impacts: agric/water/sea levels 

Å ecosystem degradation: 65% of agric soils 
degraded, land grabs 

ÅAfrican urbanisation:  375m in 2010, increasing 
to 1.2b by 2050 ï expansion by 825 million 

ÅNew scramble for African resources, rise of 
resource wars and failed states (20 of the top 30 
failing states are in Africa) in a context of price 
volatility 

 

 

 







ñClearly, if long-term cycles are increasing both in amplitude and duration, policy 
initiatives to directly smooth commodity prices or producer or consumer incomes around 
a trend will require economic planning over increasingly long time horizons. é [T]he 
increase in volatility is likely to have been damaging to investment and growth in poorer 
commodity-dependent countries.ò 



Africaôs core challenge 
Given that 80% of exports are primary resources, 

future development depends on re-investment 
of resource rents in:  

Åhuman capital development  

Åinfrastructure 

Åsustainability-oriented technological innovation 

Årestoration of renewable resources - water, soils, 
biomass (incl biodiversity) 



Future of extractivism ? 

ÅExploitative extractivism: colonial 
constructs, spurred now by China 

ÅNeo-extractivism: progressive states in LA, 
or if self-regulation (e.g GRI) can really 
work ï nothing much changes 

ÅPost-extractivism: targeted reduction of 
dependence on extraction by diversifying 
the economies using resource rents as a 
driver (more effective discourse than 
óresource curseô) 


